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Six-year-old Matthew Grasso is years away from punching a real time card.

But on Tuesday, the kindergartner got a taste of the working world as he
clocked in as an employee of Tiger Paw Manufacturing.
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"I'm going to do it all'" Grasso declared, surveying the
machines before him. In two hours' time, Grasso and
dozens of his classmates would use drill presses,
sanding tools and screwdrivers to assemble take-home
bird feeders.

The man behind this pint-sized production line was Ball
State University technology professor Richard Seymour.
For the past five years, Seymour has welcomed
students from Pleasant View Elementary School to his
Ball State manufacturing laboratory as a way to learn
more about manufacturing and production lines.
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The idea, Seymour said, came to him when his own son
was a kindergartner, learning about economics and
production work while making Play-Doh cheeseburgers
in the classroom.

"I thought it would be good for the kids to come out and
get hands-on with the machines to better understand
the concept," he explained. "They seem to really love
it."

A bespectacled Tanner Craft could barely contain his
excitement as he shifted from the sanding station to
working with a bandsaw.

"This is so cool," said the dark-haired boy, a smudge of
sawdust fresh on his cheek. Craft's classmate, Conner
Poole, seemed pleased with his own on-the-job
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"I had one more (block of wood) to (sand), and | beat him, so I'm in first place,"
Poole said of Craft.

While the assembly line concept might have been a little complex for the kids,
Poole's mother, Stacy, said she believed the field trip was a great experience
for the classes. In two days' time, more than 160 students took part in the
program.

"It's a neat thing for them to be able to do," Stacy Poole said. "And boys are
always about machines and tools, so of course my son loves this."

Seymour streamlined the process for the kindergartners by having college
students in his classes pre-cut some of the wood. The cost for the materials, he
noted, was built into his class budget.

Ball State senior Samuel Ernstes was one of about eight technology education
majors helping with Tuesday's manufacturing line. Ernstes said he loved
spending time with the students, and that the day's field trip would have been a
perfect fit for him as a kid.

"My dad worked construction and was always building something. | really
looked up to him, so to have made him something like these guys are doing
would have been great," Ernstes said.

Contact news reporter Gail Koch at 213-5827.

STORYCHAT (0 = =
1 R | S %% & ( % % %) *"
Y%+ %, -. -//01/+ 2
3(" % " 4 '5 % (
1 & 16 4 "% % 784 3
% & 9 48 & ' 4 & b
& % C ¢ " % 3 & ( 3
% & 4 1 ( 4 ! ( %
1 9 &
%+ % , -. =//0 1/+2:
( & % ( 3 " a(
%1 3 "% %
( 4 & % (e % !
&k 1 1 %
%+ % -. =//0 1/+11
1;/4% 6 % (45 % ¢ % & ! #
< 6§ " 3 1C % 3 ( s
! ( (% % & %
& 1 1 % 9 1 = 1(
% > 3% % b & 3 ( 6
( % ( ( & % % ( %

2/28/2007



Yorktown kindergartners get taste of working on assembly line | The Star Press - www.th...

%
706 5!

%+ % , -. =//00+-/

Originally published February 28, 2007

! )

* / % v , 84 (

* %
€) SUSA A sw

* % 1
m% ¢ 03 % 3 (<

= "% % 00-/@/B>

http://www.thestarpress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20070228/ NEWS01/702280337

Page 3 of 3

2/28/2007



